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Gathering Hymn 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song; 
this Cornerstone, this Solid Ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my all in all, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save: 
‘till on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied - 
for every sin on him was laid; 
here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain: 
then bursting forth in glorious day 
up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory 
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine - 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand: 
‘till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
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Welcome 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit 

All Amen. 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Loving God,  
we have come together to worship you. 

All Help us to pray to you in faith, 
to sing your praise with gratitude, 
and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Confession 
 

All God of mercy, 
 we acknowledge that we have sinned. 
 We turn from the wrong that we have thought 

and said and done, 
 and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
 For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
 forgive us for all that is past, 
 and help us to live each day 
 in the light of Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 May God our Father forgive us our sins, 
 restore us to fullness of life 
 and bring us into the fellowship of his love. 
All Amen. 
 
 

Collect 
Generous God, 
you give us gifts and make them grow: 
though our faith is small as mustard seed, 
make it grow to your glory 
and the flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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2 Samuel 7 
God’s promise to David 
 

After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, he said to 
Nathan the prophet,  
‘Here I am, living in a house of cedar,  
while the ark of God remains in a tent.’ 
 

Nathan replied to the king,  
‘Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it,  
for the Lord is with you.’ 
 

But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 
saying: 
‘Go and tell my servant David,  
“This is what the Lord says:  
are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?  
I have not dwelt in a house  
from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt  
to this day. I have been moving from place to place  
with a tent as my dwelling.  
Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites,  
did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded  
to shepherd my people Israel, 
‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’” 
 

‘Now then, tell my servant David, 
“This is what the Lord Almighty says:  
I took you from the pasture, from tending the flock,  
and appointed you ruler over my people Israel.  
I have been with you wherever you have gone,  
and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.  
Now I will make your name great,  
like the names of the greatest men on earth.  
And I will provide a place for my people Israel  
and will plant them so that they can have a home  
of their own and no longer be disturbed.  
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Wicked people shall not oppress them any more,  
as they did at the beginning and have done ever since  
the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel.  
I will also give you rest from all your enemies. 
 

‘“The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself  
will establish a house for you:  
when your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, 
I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 
your own flesh and blood, 
and I will establish his kingdom.  
He is the one who will build a house for my Name,  
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.  
I will be his father, and he shall be my son.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 89: 20 - 37 
 

I have found David my servant; 
with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 
My hand will sustain him; 
surely my arm will strengthen him. 
The enemy will not get the better of him; 
the wicked will not oppress him. 

All Praise be to the Lord for ever! 
Amen and Amen. 
 

I will crush his foes before him 
and strike down his adversaries. 
My faithful love will be with him, 
and through my name his horn will be exalted. 
I will set his hand over the sea, 
his right hand over the rivers. 

All Praise be to the Lord for ever! 
Amen and Amen. 
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He will call out to me, “You are my Father, 
my God, the Rock my Saviour.” 
And I will appoint him to be my firstborn, 
the most exalted of the kings of the earth. 
I will maintain my love to him for ever, 
and my covenant with him will never fail. 
I will establish his line for ever, 
his throne as long as the heavens endure. 

All Praise be to the Lord for ever! 
Amen and Amen. 
 

‘If his sons forsake my law 
and do not follow my statutes, 
if they violate my decrees 
and fail to keep my commands, 
I will punish their sin with the rod, 
their iniquity with flogging; 
but I will not take my love from him, 
nor will I ever betray my faithfulness. 

All Praise be to the Lord for ever! 
Amen and Amen. 
 

I will not violate my covenant 
or alter what my lips have uttered. 
Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness – 
and I will not lie to David – 
that his line will continue for ever 
and his throne endure before me like the sun; 
it will be established for ever like the moon, 
the faithful witness in the sky.’ 

All Praise be to the Lord for ever! 
Amen and Amen. 

 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning 
is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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Please stand for the Gospel reading. 
 
 

Gospel 
 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him  
all they had done and taught. Then, because so many 
people were coming and going that they did not even have 
a chance to eat, he said to them, ‘Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’ 
 

So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary 
place. But many who saw them leaving recognised them 
and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. 
 

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret 
and anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, 
people recognised Jesus. They ran throughout that whole 
region and carried those who were ill on mats to wherever 
they heard he was. And wherever he went – into villages, 
towns or countryside – they placed those who were ill in 
the market-places. They begged him to let them touch 
even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were 
healed. 

 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song 
Come to me, all you who labour 
and are heavy burdened; 
you shall find rest. 
Come to me, all you who labour 
and are heavy burdened; 
you shall find rest. 
 
Learn from me, take my yoke. 
I am meek and gentle, 
humble of heart. 
Learn from me, take my yoke. 
I am meek and gentle, 
humble of heart. 
 
Come to me, you who thirst; 
from my heart 
living waters flow. 
Come to me, you who thirst; 
from my heart 
living waters flow. 
 
Come to me, learn from me, 
come to me, learn from me. 
You shall find rest, 
you shall find rest, 
you shall find rest. 
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The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

Prayers 
Gracious God, hear the prayers we offer  
for we ask that you will magnify them to your glory.  
Lord in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray, Lord, that you would magnify our faith: 
When we doubt our worth and question our abilities,  
so Lord, remind us of the great work you can do through 
that which is offered in love. Bless the week ahead,  
that our conversations and interactions with others  
will bring Christ into the very centre of our relationships.  
Give us the gifts of listening, thoughtfulness, compassion  
and just the right work of encouragement. 
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We pray for those we know who are going through  
a tough time, hear us as we bring their names to you… 
Lord in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray, Lord, that when the problems of the world  
seem enormous and unsolvable, your love and power 
would be magnified beyond measure and poured out  
as a blessing upon every situation of suffering: 
We pray for the people of Afghanistan  
as the threat posed by the Taliban worsens. 
We pray for the many thousands facing famine in Ethiopia. 
And we pray for the situation in Germany and Belgium;  
for all who have lost their homes and businesses  
in the floods, for those who have died, for those who are 
grieving for loved ones and neighbours, for those with the 
difficult task of searching for the missing and for engineers 
and emergency services dealing with the floods. 
Lord in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 
 

Lord it was so sad to hear the accounts of racial abuse  
that a number of England footballers received, 
we pray that those who left hate messages online 
and graffitied the Marcus Rashford mural will come  
to a greater understanding, appreciation and acceptance.  
But we praise you Lord for the response of so many  
who left messages of support, encouragement and hope; 
thank you for that one person who started  
the healing flow of turning negative into positive. 
May the example they have given serve to remind  
and encourage us of the good that we can do. 
Lord in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 
 

We ask these prayers Father, trusting in your goodness,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

All Amen. 
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Communion Prayer 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, good Father to us all,  
your face is turned towards your world.  
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death.  
Your Word goes out to call us home  
to the city where angels sing your praise.  
We join with them in heaven’s song  
as together we proclaim: 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks  
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love  
and washed the guilty clean. 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed he came to table  
with his friends to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread,  
gave thanks, broke it and said:  
This is my body, given for you all. 
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Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, 
gave it and said: This is my blood, shed for you all  
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you  
to plead for us and all the world.  
Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed  
on Christ with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  
May we and all who share this food offer ourselves  
to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven  
where in unity and unison all creation worships you,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 grant us peace. 
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Draw near with faith 
to receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts  
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
 
Music during Communion 
 

My life goes on in endless song 
above earth´s lamentations. 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear the music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
But though the tempest loudly roars, 
I hear the truth: “It liveth!” 
But though the darkness 'round me close, 
songs in the night it giveth. 
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Prayer after Communion  
 

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
 
Blessing 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

May the God of love shine upon you 
that you may magnify his glory in all the world 
and the blessing of God almighty… 

All Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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““II  WWAASS  TTHHEERREE””  

Takes us imaginatively into the story of Jesus, exploring 
its meaning through the eyes of those who were there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We join Jethro as he hears Jesus teach at the lakeside,  
and Michal who was healed; we eavesdrop on Nathaniel 

and Omri, two Pharisees arguing about who Jesus is;  
we absorb the feelings and confusions of the disciples;  

and we share the joy of Mary Magdalene  
on the first Easter Day. 

As the drama unfolds and its meaning is explored,  
we are invited to enter into the story of Jesus  

and to find in it meaning for our own lives. 
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Sunday Holy Communion 
 

25th July 
Ditchling  10.00am 
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