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Gospel 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord 
 

When the days stipulated by the Law of Moses for purification were complete,  
Mary and Joseph took the child Jesus up to Jerusalem  
to offer him to God as commanded in God’s Law:  
“Every male who opens the womb  
shall be a holy offering to God,”  
and also make the sacrifice prescribed in God’s Law: 
“a pair of doves or two young pigeons” 
 

In Jerusalem at the time, there was a man named Simeon, 
a good man, a man who lived in the prayerful expectancy of help for Israel.  
And the Spirit of God was on him.  
The Holy Spirit had shown him that he would see the Messiah of God before he died.  
Led by the Spirit, he entered the Temple.  
As the parents of Jesus brought him in to carry out the rituals of the Law,  
Simeon took him into his arms and blessed God: 
“God, you can now release your servant; 
release me in peace as you promised. 
With my own eyes I’ve seen your salvation; 
it is now out in the open for everyone to see: 
A God-revealing light to all the nations, 
and of glory for your people Israel.” 
 

Jesus’ father and mother were speechless at these words.  
Simeon went on to bless them, and said to Mary: 
“This child is destined to cause both the falling and rising of many in Israel; 
a figure misunderstood and spoken against, 
so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed 
as God reveals who they really are. 
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 

Anna the prophetess was also there,  
a daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher.  
She was by now very old. She had been married  
seven years and a widow for eighty-four.  
She never left the Temple area, worshiping night and day, fasting and praying.  
As Simeon was speaking, she arrived and broke into an anthem of praise to God,  
and talked about the child to all who were waiting expectantly for the freeing of Jerusalem. 
 

When they finished everything required by the Law,  
they returned to Galilee and their own town, Nazareth.  
There the child grew strong in body and wise in spirit.  
And the grace of God was on him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 
Almighty and ever-living God,  
clothed in majesty,  
whose beloved Son was presented in the Temple,  
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Confession 
 

Hear the words of Jesus: 
‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 
but shall have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our lives into his light. 

All Father eternal,  
giver of light and grace, 
we lay our lives before you,  
in openness and trust; 
the good, the bad,  
the light and the dark. 
We admit to you and one another 
that we have sinned  
in what we have thought and said and done. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image within us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our wrongdoing. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light.  
Amen. 
 
May Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us,  
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 



 

Communion Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you.  
All and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself.  
When we turned away you did not reject us,  
but came to meet us in your Son.  
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.  
In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.  
He opened his arms of love upon the cross  
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.  
 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread,  
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.  
 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,  
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine  
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.  
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.  
With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise  
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:  

All Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my voice in worship; 
I’ll sing your praise for all my days,  
Holy, holy Lord. 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my soul in gladness: 
I’ll celebrate your love so great,  
Holy, holy Lord. 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my eyes in wonder: 
I glimpse your grace in ev’ry place,  
Holy, holy Lord. 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my gifts in homage; 
I’ll honour you in all I do,  
Holy, holy Lord. 
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
I lift my life in worship, 
I will adore you evermore,  
Holy, holy Lord. 



 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Music Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 
God is gracious, God is good, 
for he has invited you into his presence. 
So come, present yourselves to him 
with open hands and open hearts; 
rejoice to be near him 
and receive the companionship  
he offers at his table. 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

All Lord of all time and generations 
you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, whom you have welcomed into your temple  
and fed at your table 
ever live to receive your Son  
until he comes again in glory.  Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 

Christ the Light of the world 
shine upon you, shine within you 
and illuminate the path that leads you to him. 

 and the blessing … 
All Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


