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Gathering Hymn 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people; 
light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts, 
shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your Church gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us; 
make us your living voice. 
 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. 
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others; 
walls made of living stone. 
 
Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 
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Welcome 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All and also with you. 
 
 
Psalm 42 
Longing for God and his help in distress. 

 
As the deer longs for flowing streams, 
so my soul longs for you, O God. 

All My soul thirsts for God, the living God. 
Where can I go to meet with God? 

 

My tears have been my food day and night, 
while people say to me continually: ‘Where is your God?’ 

All These things I remember as I pour out my soul: 
How I used to go to the house of God 
under his protection, 
with shouts of joy and praise. 

 

O Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
Why so disturbed within me? 

All Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, 
my Saviour and my God. 

 

My soul is cast down within me; 
therefore I will remember you 
from the land of Jordan and the heights Hermon,  

All Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; 
all your waves and breakers  
have swept over me. 
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By day the Lord directs his steadfast love, 
and at night his song is with me, 
a prayer to the God of my life. 

All I say to God, my rock, 
‘Why have you forgotten me? 

 

Why must I walk about mourning 
oppressed by the enemy? 

All As with a deadly wound in my body, 
as my foes taunt me, 
they say to me: ‘Where is your God?’ 

 

O my soul, why are you cast down,  
why are you disturbed within me? 

All Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, 
my Saviour and my God.  Amen. 

 
 
Song 

As the deer pants for water 
so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
 

I want you more than gold or silver; 
only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver 
and the apple of my eye. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
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You’re my Friend and you are my Brother, 
even though you are a King. 
I love you more than any other, 
so much more than anything. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone will my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 

 
 
Gospel 
Please remain seated for the Gospel reading. 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark.  

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

King Herod heard of Jesus, for his name  
had become known. Some were saying,  
‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead;  
and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’  
 

But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’  
And others said, ‘It is a prophet,  
like one of the prophets of old.’  
 

But when Herod heard of it, he said,  
‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John,  
bound him, and put him in prison  
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,  
because Herod had married her.  
For John had been telling Herod,  
‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’  
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So Herodias had a grudge against him,  
and wanted to kill him. But she could not,  
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and he protected him.  
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed;  
and yet he liked to listen to him.  
 

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday  
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers  
and for the leaders of Galilee.  
When his daughter Herodias came in and danced,  
she pleased Herod and his guests;  
and the king said to the girl,  
‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.’  
And he solemnly swore to her,  
‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you,  
even half of my kingdom.’  
 

She went out and said to her mother,  
‘What should I ask for?’ She replied,  
‘The head of John the baptizer.’  
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested,  
‘I want you to give me at once  
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’  
 

The king was deeply grieved;  
yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests,  
he did not want to refuse her.  
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard  
with orders to bring John’s head.  
He went and beheaded him in the prison,  
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.  
Then the girl gave it to her mother.  
 

When his disciples heard about it,  
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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An extract from “I was there” by Peter Sills 
 
 
 
Song 

There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord,  
for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love  
we only find in you, our God. 
 
For justice, for freedom, for mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
In sorrow, in grief: 
be near, hear our prayer, O God. 
 
There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord,  
for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love  
we only find in you, our God. 
 
For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: 
hear our prayer. 
In weakness, in fear: 
be near, hear our prayer, O God. 
 
There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord,  
for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love  
we only find in you, our God. 

 
 
 
“I was there”, the background 
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Prayers 
John the Baptist proclaimed the words  
of the prophet Isaiah: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon us, 
for he has anointed us and calls us  
to bring good news to the lost 
and to bind up the broken-hearted.’ 
 

But we ignore our calling,  
we neglect to share the Gospel message 
and we distort its meaning by our sin. 
Conscious of our failings  
let us make our confession to God. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
you call us to acknowledge our sins: 
soften our judgmental and stubborn hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you declared the immeasurable forgiveness of God: 
teach us to forgive one another. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
  

Holy Spirit, 
you search our hearts and show us the truth: 
direct our lives that we may live in truth and honesty. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin  
to the light of holiness, 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
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Lord God, for centuries people have cried ‘How long?’  
as they remembered your promise of mercy, 
and looked for an end to suffering and injustice: 
We thank you Lord that you have indeed come among us 
and given us the knowledge of your love, 
that we may be filled with your hope.  
Hear us, Father, as we ask for your blessings  
and for Christ’s presence, healing and justice 
to be poured out afresh throughout the world today.  
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
 

We pray Lord, that all people will feel the touch  
of your hand in their lives; influencing them,  
informing them and inspiring them.  
Bestow your perfect wisdom upon those whose decisions 
greatly influence the lives of others.  
Bless those who work to establish and maintain justice, 
bless those who make laws and administer them,  
bless those who decide governmental policy and apply it,  
bless those who teach, tutor and lecture,  
and bless those in our financial institutions; 
that wisdom and the common good may be treasured 
above wealth and self-interest.  
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
 

We thank you Lord that through your word  
you have given us direction and purpose in our lives.  
We pray that your values would influence  
our actions and decisions, the way we treat others,  
and the way that we see the world.  
And we thank you that you have made us stewards  
of that which is yours; we ask your blessing  
upon this planet and the way in which we care for it, 
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
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Lord Jesus in you, we see that newness and life  
can emerge even out of the most desperate situations.  
We pray for all who grieve, that out of the ashes of death,  
their faith would grow.  
We pray that you would heal all divisions  
and that all who call on your name  
in whatsoever language,  
would serve as examples of peace. 
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
 

In you Lord is the hope of all liberty.  
We pray for all who are in prison;  
for those in a cycle of crime and incarceration;  
for those who await their execution 
and for those who are imprisoned for their faith. 
We pray for those who are wrongly imprisoned,  
abused and tortured, and for those who are exploited  
in modern slavery or working in terrible conditions. 
We pray for those whose imprisonment is of a different 
kind; for people trapped in abusive relationships  
and for all whose longing is to be free from physical  
or mental pain, isolation and desperation. 
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the brightness of hope  
and the source of new life: 
Bring joy, we pray, to the lives of those we love. 
May the dawn of new possibilities rise upon those  
who don’t know which way to turn or what to do; 
those who are in deep debt,  
those who have lost their jobs and homes  
and all who are experiencing the pain  
of a broken relationship. 
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray. 
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O Lord of Heaven and Earth,  
we pray for your blessing upon the Church  
as it seeks to make you known.  
Bless this parish and all who follow Jesus;  
that we may be joyfully bold in our sharing of the Gospel.  
O Lord, remember your promise of mercy. 

All And hear us we pray,  
 for we ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
 
Hymn 

My life goes on in endless song 
above earth´s lamentations. 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear the music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
But though the tempest loudly roars, 
I hear the truth: “It liveth!” 
But though the darkness 'round me close, 
songs in the night it giveth. 
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Communion Prayer 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;  
in your love you made us for yourself.  
When we turned away you did not reject us,  
but came to meet us in Jesus your Son. 

 He was long awaited by the prophets, 
heralded by John the Baptist, 

 and proclaimed at last  
to men and women of every race  

 as the Saviour of the world. 
Therefore, with your whole Church throughout the world 
with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
Embracing our humanity,  
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us. 
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Dying for us, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore we proclaim the death  
that he suffered on the cross,  
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom,  
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
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All Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us, not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
 
 
Instructions for Communion 
 

 Communion will be given as bread only. 

 Please wait for one of the Welcome Team  
to invite you to come forward. 

 Make your way to the altar up through the choir stalls. 

 Remain standing and stretch out your hands at arm’s length 
to receive the bread. 

 Don’t eat it just yet, but rather make your way back  
to your seat through the side chapel. 

 Once seated receive communion. 
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Music during Communion 
 

 Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 
 

 Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 
 

 Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world; 

 grant us peace. 
 
 

What wonder of grace is this, 
what story of passion divine; 
where judgement and mercy kiss, 
where power and love are entwined? 
No tongue can speak this glory, 
no words express the joy you bring 
as I enter the courts of the King. 
 
My desire is to come to this place, 
my desire is to look on your face; 
perfect in beauty, in truth and love, 
your glory shines over all the earth; 
the King who lavishes grace on us is here. 
 
Your will is my daily bread, 
enough for my plenty and need; 
I’ll live by the words you’ve said, 
and follow wherever you lead. 
And though my flesh may fail me 
you prove your grace in all I do, 
Lord my heart is devoted to you. 
      cont. 
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My desire is to come to this place, 
my desire is to look on your face; 
perfect in beauty, in truth and love, 
your glory shines over all the earth; 
the King who lavishes grace on us is here. 

 

Perfect in beauty, in truth and love, 
your glory shines over all the earth; 
the King who lavishes grace on us is here. 

 

 
Prayer after Communion  
 

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
 

Blessing 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

God the Father give you grace 
to find in his Son all joy in believing; 
that you may encourage others, 
that they also may find in Jesus  
all hope and purpose of life; 
and the blessing of God almighty….. 

All  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Exit Music, Amazing Grace 
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Notices 
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““II  WWAASS  TTHHEERREE””  

Takes us imaginatively into the story of Jesus, exploring 
its meaning through the eyes of those who were there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We join Jethro as he hears Jesus teach at the lakeside,  
and Michal who was healed; we eavesdrop on Nathaniel 

and Omri, two Pharisees arguing about who Jesus is;  
we absorb the feelings and confusions of the disciples;  

and we share the joy of Mary Magdalene  
on the first Easter Day. 

As the drama unfolds and its meaning is explored,  
we are invited to enter into the story of Jesus  

and to find in it meaning for our own lives. 
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God’s  

Open Book 
  

  

  

  

  

  

We all have a story to tell 

and we want to hear yours 
 

Get in touch with Heather 

hgreenfield4.he@gmail.com 
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Sunday Holy Communion 
 

18th July 
Streat  10.00am 

 

25th July 
Ditchling  10.00am 

 
 
 
 

Beacon Parish  
admin@beaconparish.co.uk 

01273 843165 
www.beaconparish.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/thebeaconparish 
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