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 (Reg Charity No: 1132488) 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

AGENDA 

SUNDAY 28th APRIL, 2019 

at ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, DITCHLING 

 

 

 

1. WELCOME by Revd Wallis and Opening Prayers  

 

 
         MEETING OF THE PARISHIONERS 

 

 

2. APOLOGIES: Carl Bellfield, Kathleen Bellfield, Colyeen Blanchard, Tony 

Blanchard, Simon Davey, Katherine Grant, Keith Hine, Maralyn Hine, 

Michael Sewell, Judy Walker 

 

3.     ELECTION OF CHURCHWARDENS: 

 St Margaret’s Ditchling:  

 Name: Keith Hine  

 Proposer:  E Curry    Seconder: P Charman 

 Name: Anthony Blanchard 

 Proposer:   A J Crofton   Seconder: M Moore 

 Streat:  

 Name:  Stephen Ulph 

 Proposer: R C Sansom   Seconder: P E Charman 

 St Martin’s Westmeston: 

 Name: Paul Charman 

 Proposer:   B M Hall Seconder:  G Kallman 

 Name: Mrs Tessa Haughton 

 Proposer:  G Kallman    Seconder:  B M Hall 

Voted and agreed by all present and duly elected 

Meeting closed 
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                ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

 

 

4.  MINUTES of the APCM held in 2018, were agreed by all present as an accurate 

record, signed and dated by Revd Wallis.  

 

5.  MATTERS ARISING:  No matters arising 

 

6. ELECTORAL ROLL:  

 The Electoral Roll for the Beacon Parish has to be re-created every six years 

and this year, 2019, we have re-created our Electoral Roll for the APCM.   

 The numbers on the Electoral Roll now stand at 168 with 41 residents living 

outside of the Parish.   

 The numbers have gone up and down over the last six years due to people 

moving away from the Parish and sadly passing away.   

 This new Electoral Roll has been displayed in all three churches for the past 

fourteen days.   

 If anyone has not signed up to be on the Electoral Roll please contact Tony 

Blanchard or myself, Paul Charman, and we can give you an application form 

to complete and return.  

 Tony Blanchard and Paul Charman, Electoral Roll Officers 

 

7. REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE PARISH:  Mark Moody- 

Stuart, Beacon Parish Treasurer reported: 

 

 We have received Diocese help with Nicol’s housing and Youth Worker.  

 Grateful for a legacy from the late Gillian Phillips. 

 We have had financial support from the Friends of St Margaret’s for the 

new boiler and from Ditchling Parish Council fot the Church Clock.  

 The Westmeston Flower Festival raised almost £3,000 Fund raising 

raised almost £3,000 with half of this going to St Peter and St James 

Hospice  

 The star was funds raised for the Emmanuel Centre.  Grateful for the 

help from volunteers in repairs etc.  

 Headline deficit was almost £42,000 compared with last year.   

 We have spent £52,000 on the three church buildings.  Much of this was 

covered by funds from Streat and Westmeston.   

 We received from the Diocese £11,000 due to overpayment of our Parish 

share.  

 Deficit on an on-going basis is just over £15,000. It is very concerning 

that there is a continual increase in the deficit.   
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 The Parish share this year was the major item of expenditure which was 

£69,700, the lowest since 2014.   

 Payment on upkeep of our Churchyards lower than before.   

 Will have to pay our share of the cost for Gary (Youth Worker) to offset 

the loss of the grant of £15,000 from the Diocese 

 Our target for increased income should be £25,000.   

 Great need for a Stewardship Campaign.   

 There has been a decline in regular givers, which attracts Gift Aid.   

 An increase in the deficit, decrease in planned giving, and a requirement 

to meet additional costs for a Youth Worker.   

 Perhaps fund raising appeal for Youth Worker in addition to other fund 

raising events 

 Questions:  

 Juliet Smith suggested applying to Sussex Community Foundation, 

based in Lewes, for a Grant for the Youth Worker. 

 Thanks:  

 Robin Williamson thanked Mark and Sue for all the work that they do on 

looking after the Financial Accounts.   

 Revd Wallis echoed this and offered thanks on behalf of the Beacon 

Parish.   

 Revd Wallis then asked for a show of hands to adopt the Financial 

Report.  All present in favour – Report and Financial Accounts adopted. 

 

8. DEANERY SYNOD REPORT:   

 

 Due to the Deanery about to be restructured no report was available.  

 In July Bishop of Horsham will be making a three day visit.   

 Working collaboratively with The Point via the Emmanuel Chapel and 

working with the Youth Worker. 

 

9. ELECTION OF PCC MEMBERS:. 

The following have agreed to stand for a further year:  

Margaret Bovill, Simon Davey, Simon James, Mark Moody-Stuart, Robert 

Sansom, Sue Sewell, Carolyn Webb, Rachel Williamson, Katherine Grant. 

Voted for en bloc, all present agreed. Duly elected to PCC 

10. APPOINTMENT OF WELCOMERS/SIDESMEN:   

 

 8.00 AM SERVICE  

 Jenny Bell, Colin French, Yvonne Sen 
 

 9.45 AM SERVICE  

 Carl Belfield, Margaret Bovill, Paul Charman, Stuart Curry, Brenda Hall, 

Maralyn Hine, John Oughton,  Mike Sewell, Sue Sewell,  Sally Willis. 

 Voted for en bloc – all present agreed 
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11. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS:   

 

 Maxwell Gumbleton in Lewes, as charge us very reasonable rates. 

 All present agreed, Maxwell Gumbleton appointed. 

    12.REVD WALLIS ADDRESS:    

 Several things I want to mention.   

 The direction that we are moving as a Church Family.   

 The way we engage in the whole world not only in the Parish.   

 Talking about difficult issue of poverty.   

 We have seen since Christmas a good handful of people who have continued 

to attend services which is encouraging 

 So many people to thank – firstly the PCC who have to make difficult 

decisions including the work that is done behind those meetings by the  

Churchwardens, Mark and Sue. 

 We are so fortunate to have the support from additional clergy and I offer 

huge thanks to Peter Sills and Peter Markby.  It is so important to have that 

continuity.  

 A huge thank you to our Youth Worker Gary for all his work with the young 

people in the Parish.  Gary has grown in confidence.  Also thanks to those of 

you who have been helping Gary.  You have been so important as the Youth 

Group could not work without you.   

 We will be launching a stewardship campaign.  In addition this will give 

people, who do not attend services, the opportunity to support our Youth 

work. 

 Regular services are now being held at St Georges which have been much 

appreciated.  Have also run a mini stewardship campaign there and good 

number of people have responded and have started giving.   

 Nicol, our Curate, is thriving and we thank God for this.  

 I am very encouraged by the Emmanuel Centre (EC) coming together so well 

and delighted the Bishop Richard was able to bless the building.  Our Youth 

group meet there every Tuesday.   In addition the Beacon Parish beginning to 

use the EC for various events. Have lots of ideas for future events.  My 

grateful thanks to the Management Committee.  

 Regarding our three Church Buildings, we are still looking at installing 

kitchenette and WC facilities in Streat and Westmeston.  However, costs are 

increasing and need to look at how much we can spend. In St Margaret’s 

disabled amenities need to be addressed.   

 The PCC will need to discuss and make decisions about these issues.   

 Questions:  

 Di Martin asked if we could have a regular service at the EC.  Revd Wallis will 

reflect on this   
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 When Bishop Richard came it was an advantage to meeting in different 

buildings.   Numbers limited to 60.  However, more than 60 present this 

morning in St Margaret’s.   

 Question was also asked about structural works in the three churches.   Revd 

Wallis confirmed that the biggest problem in Streat and Westmeston is with 

the drainage and other outside works before installation work can begin.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None 

 A vote of thanks to the Revd David and Mrs Sally Wallis given by Rachel 

Williamson 

 

 Revd Wallis closed the meeting with prayers  
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FIRST MEETING OF NEWLY ELECTED PCC  

on SUNDAY 28th APRIL, 2019 

to 

ELECT VICE CHAIRMAN, TREASURER, BOOKEEPER AND 

SECRETARY 

  

Vice Chairman:     Tessa Haughton   

 Proposed: Margaret Bovill    Seconded:  Rachel Williamson 

 Treasurer:     Mark Moody-Stuart 

 Proposed Sue Sewell                Seconded  Carolyn Webb 

 Bookeeper:     Sue Sewell  

 Proposed  Mark Moody-Stuart    Seconded  Paul Charman 

 Secretary:     Margaret Bovill 

 Proposed  Rachel Williamson     Seconded  Stephen Ulph 

 

Next Meeting:   WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 


