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Welcome 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.   

All Amen. 
 

 This is the day that the Lord has made. 
All Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

 All good gifts around us 
All are sent from heaven above. 
 

 For the land around us. 
All We praise the Lord. 
 

 For those who gather the harvest. 
All We praise the Lord. 
 

 For the beauty of creation. 
All We praise the Lord. 
 

 For our families, friends and neighbours  
 with whom we share the land. 
All We praise the Lord. 
 

 All good gifts around us  
are sent from heaven above. 

All So thank the Lord and praise his name  
 for all his gifts of love. 
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Hymn 
Please stand to sing. 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come,  
raise the song of harvest home;  
all is safely gathered in,  
ere the winter storms begin.  
God our Maker doth provide  
for our wants to be supplied;  
come to God's own temple, come,  
raise the song of harvest home.  
 
All the world is God's own field,  
fruit as praise to God we yield;  
wheat and tares together sown  
are to joy or sorrow grown;  
first the blade and then the ear,  
then the full corn shall appear;  
Lord of harvest, grant that we  
wholesome grain and pure may be.  
 
For the Lord our God shall come, 
and shall take the harvest home;  
from the field shall in that day  
all offenses purge away,  
giving angels charge at last  
in the fire the tares to cast;  
but the fruitful ears to store  
in the garner evermore.  
 
Even so, Lord, quickly come, 
bring thy final harvest home;  
gather thou thy people in,  
free from sorrow, free from sin,  
there, forever purified,  
in thy presence to abide;  
come, with all thine angels, come,  
raise the glorious harvest home! 
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Confession 
 

 God our Father, we are sorry  
 for we have used your gifts carelessly, 
 and acted ungratefully. 
 Father, in your mercy: 
All Forgive us and help us. 
 

 We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
 but forget that you have given them to us. 
 Father, in your mercy: 
All Forgive us and help us. 
 

 We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
 but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
 Father, in your mercy: 
All Forgive us and help us. 
 

 We are thoughtless, 
 and do not care enough for the world  

you have made. 
 Father, in your mercy: 
All Forgive us and help us. 
 

 We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
 as if there were no God and no heaven. 
 Father, in your mercy: 
All Forgive us and help us. 
 

 May the almighty and merciful Lord 
 grant us pardon and forgiveness  

of all our sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
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Collect 
Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth  
in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need  
and for our own well-being; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   

All Amen. 
 
 

Joel 2 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has 
done great things! Do not fear, you animals of the field, for 
the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its 
fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. O children of 
Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has 
given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured 
down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as 
before. The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the vats 
shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the 
years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent 
against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and 
praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt 
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be 
put to shame.  
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, 
the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my 
people shall never again be put to shame. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 
Please stand for the Gospel reading. 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said,‘ I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these.  
 
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do 
not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we 
drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who 
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn 
Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer 
for all things living, created good: 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 

Bless, Lord, the labour we bring to serve you, 
that with our neighbour we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 

Father, providing food for your children, 
by your wise guiding, teach us to share 
one with another, so that, rejoicing 
with us, all others may know your care. 
 

Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
freely confessing your gracious hand. 
Where all obey you, no one will hunger; 
in your love's sway you nourish the land. 

 
 

Prayers 
Let us pray to God,  
thanking him for his generosity and asking him to bless 
those in need.  
 

We thank you, heavenly Father, for the beauty of creation; 
for its colour, its splendour and its rich diversity. Give us an 
appreciation of all that you have made; that we may see 
your love and presence in the world around us.   

 Lord of the Harvest  
All hear us we pray. 
 

As we give thanks for our daily bread, we pray for all who 
are hungry, thirsty, cold and homeless. Help us Lord, to 
change the injustices of the world; direct the minds of all in 
power that we may never overlook the needs of the poor 
and destitute. Lord of the Harvest  

All hear us we pray. 
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We pray for all who work the land and sea; for farmers, 
fishermen, foresters, food producers and those who care 
for livestock. Lord of the Harvest  

All hear us we pray. 
 

Lord God, may we all be prepared to play our part in 
preserving your creation. We pray for those engaged in 
research to safeguard crops against disease and to 
produce abundant life for those who hunger. We pray for 
all aid agencies and for scientific research in the field of 
environmental change. Make us, O Lord, wise stewards of 
this world. Lord of the Harvest  

All hear us we pray. 
 

We give thanks, O God, for the light and colour and shades 
of the changing seasons. We pray, heavenly Father, for all 
who are going through the changing seasons of life; for 
young parents and their children, for the elderly, especially 
the housebound and for those who are coming to the end 
of their earthly lives. In your creation, O God, we see the 
death of winter and the resurrection of spring,  
and so we pray for all who have died recently and for 
those whose anniversary of death occurs this month.   
Lord of the Harvest  

All hear us we pray. 
 

We pray for a harvest of peace; in our own lives 
in our nation and all over the world.  
We pray, O Lord, for those parts of the world so familiar to 
us because of violence and hatred 
and for the thousands of migrant people searching for a 
fruitful life. Lord of the Harvest  

All hear us we pray. 
 

May we all live lives that produce an abundant harvest of 
peace and in all things may God’s will be done through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Peace  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
 
 
Offertory Hymn 
 

We plough the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand. 
He sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, 
and soft refreshing rain. 
 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heav'n above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 
 
He only is the maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, 
he gives our daily bread. 
 
We thank thee, then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good: 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
for all thy love imparts, 
and, what thou most desirest, 
our humble, thankful hearts! 
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Harvest Communion Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 With this bread that we bring 
All we remember Jesus. 
 

 With this wine that we bring 
All we remember Jesus. 
 

 Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 
All gifts of the cross to God’s table we bring.  
 

Heavenly Father,  
you made the world and love your creation.  
Hear us as with thankful hearts we celebrate  
your harvest of love and mercy.  
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields  
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside  
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,  
so we rejoice that in this meal,  
we are reunited with our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
 

When we turned away from you,  
you did not reject us, but came to meet us  
in your Son. You embraced us as your children  
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.  
In Christ you shared our life  
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross  
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.  
 

On the night he was betrayed,  
at supper with his friends he took bread,  
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it  
to them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body  
which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,  
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate  
his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit  
that this bread and this wine may be to us 
the body and blood of your dear Son.  
 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts  
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
With your Church throughout the world  
we offer you this sacrifice of praise  
and lift our voice to join the song of heaven: 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us, not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 
 
All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

The table of God’s harvest is now ready. 
It is the table of company with Jesus. 
So, come to this table, you who have much faith 
and you who would like to have more. 
You who have been to this meal often 
and you who have not been for a long time. 
You who have tried to follow Jesus 
and you who want to.……come. 
It is Jesus who invites you to meet him here. 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

All Lord of the harvest, 
 with joy we have offered thanksgiving  
 for your love in creation 
 and have shared in the bread and the wine  

of the kingdom: 
 by your grace plant within us  
 a reverence for all that you give us 
 and make us generous and wise stewards 
 of the good things we enjoy; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

Notices 
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Final Hymn   
 

Praise, O praise our God and King; 
hymns of adoration sing; 
for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Praise him that he made the sun 
day by day his course to run; 
for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Ladies And the silver moon by night, 
shining with her gentle light; 

All for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

 Praise him that he gave the rain 
to mature the swelling grain; 

 for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Ladies And hath bid the fruitful field 
crops of precious increase yield; 

All for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

 Praise him for our harvest store, 
he hath filled the garner floor; 

 for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Ladies And for richer food than this, 
pledge of everlasting bliss; 

All for his mercies still endure 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

 Glory to our bounteous King; 
Glory let creation sing; 
Glory to the Father, Son, 
and blest Spirit, Three in One. 
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Blessing 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 May God our creator, 
 who clothes the lilies  

and feeds the birds of the air, 
 bestow on you his care 
 and increase the harvest  

of your love and righteousness; 
 and the blessing ….. 
All Amen. 
 

 Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation 
 and bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Father, I place into  
your hands..... 
How to make a Donation this morning 

 

You can make a donation in a number of ways: 
by using the Contactless Card Reader at the  
back of the Church. 
 

or placing your gift in the Collection Plate at  
the back of the Church, using Gift Aid envelope  
if you can. 
 

Make giving easy by joining  

The Parish Giving Scheme 
pick up a form at the back of the Church,  
or sign up at: www.parishgiving.org.uk/home 
quoting Parish Code 10-2040229. 
 

or if you prefer set up a Standing Order, 
forms are also at the back of the Church. 
 

You can also donate online at the parish website: 
www.beaconparish.org.uk 
and cheques are payable to: 
Ditchling Streat and Westmeston P.C.C 
 

Your financial support is very much appreciated.  
 

Thank you. 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
http://www.beaconparish.org.uk/
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Next Sunday, 24th October 
Holy Communion, Ditchling  10.00 am 

 
 

Good Morning Friday 
Every Friday at 9.00am 

GMF is a welcoming, friendly and supportive group sharing 
Bible readings, prayers and fellowship 

It meets every Friday at 9.00am on Zoom 
If you would like to participate please email  

Keith Hine: keith@hinemail.co.uk. 
 
 

Reflections on Wednesday 
a short contemplative time at the end of the day  

to quietly listen and reflect... 
It takes place on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 7:30pm  via Zoom 
If you would like to attend please contact  

Keith at: keith@hinemail.co.uk 
 
 

Beacon Parish Office 
admin@beaconparish.co.uk / 01273 843165 

www.beaconparish.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thebeaconparish 

CCLI Copyright License No. 897140 
The Beacon Parish is a registered charity 1132488 
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