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Gathering Hymn 
 

God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy pow’r. 
Now to hear thy church’s story, 
bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days. 
 
Cure thy children’s warring madness; 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places; 
gird our lives that they may be, 
armoured with all Christ-like graces, 
in the fight till all be free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
that we fail not man nor Thee. 
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Welcome 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 
 
Preparation 
 

Lord, speak to us, 
All that we may hear your word. 
 

Lord, move among us, 
All that we may behold your glory. 
 

Lord, receive our prayers, 
All that we may learn to trust you. 
 
 
Confession 

The Gospel calls us to turn away from sin 
and be faithful to Christ. 
As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, 
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy. 

All My God, for love of you 
I desire to hate and forsake all sins 
by which I have ever displeased you; 
and I resolve by the help of your grace 
to commit them no more; 
and to avoid all opportunities of sin. 
Help me to do this, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
May the God of love bring you back to himself, 
forgive you your sins, 
and assure you of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us your gift of faith 
that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

Job 2 
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was 
Job. That man was blameless and upright, one who feared 
God and turned away from evil. 
 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to 
present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to 
Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered 
the Lord, ‘From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.’ The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have 
you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on 
the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and 
turns away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, 
although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no 
reason.’ Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Skin for skin! All 
that people have they will give to save their lives. But 
stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse you to your face.’ The Lord said to 
Satan, ‘Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.’ 
 

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and 
inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot 
to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which 
to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes. 
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Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still persist in your 
integrity? Curse God, and die.’ But he said to her, ‘You 
speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive 
the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?’ In 
all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 26 

 

Vindicate me, O Lord, 
for I have walked in my integrity, 
and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
test my heart and mind. 

All I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me Lord, and be gracious to me. 
 
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
and I walk in faithfulness to you. 
I do not sit with the worthless, 
nor do I consort with hypocrites; 
I hate the company of evildoers, 
and will not sit with the wicked. 

All I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me Lord, and be gracious to me. 
 
I wash my hands in innocence, 
and go around your altar, O Lord, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
and telling all your wondrous deeds. 

All I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me Lord, and be gracious to me. 
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O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 
and the place where your glory abides. 
Do not sweep me away with sinners, 
nor my life with the bloodthirsty. 
Those in whose hands are evil devices, 
and whose right hands are full of bribes. 

All I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me Lord, and be gracious to me. 
 
But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
My foot stands on level ground; 
in the great congregation I will bless the Lord. 

All I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me Lord, and be gracious to me. 

 
 
Gospel 
Please stand for the Gospel reading. 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, 
‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’  
He answered them,  
‘What did Moses command you?’  
They said, ‘Moses allowed a man to write a certificate  
of dismissal and to divorce her.’  
But Jesus said to them,  
‘Because of your hardness of heart  
he wrote this commandment for you.  
But from the beginning of creation, 
“God made them male and female.” 
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“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.” 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  
Therefore what God has joined together,  
let no one separate.’ 
 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this 
matter. He said to them, 
‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another  
commits adultery against her;  
and if she divorces her husband and marries another,  
she commits adultery.’ 
 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he 
might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said 
to them, ‘Let the little children come to me;  
do not stop them; for it is to such as these  
that the kingdom of God belongs.  
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive  
the kingdom of God as a little child  
will never enter it.’  
And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, 
and blessed them. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Prayers 
 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 
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Communion Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music 
of your praise. In the fullness of time  
you made us in your image, the crown of all creation. 
You give us breath and speech, that with angels  
and archangels and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
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He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us  
at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood 
of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy things  
in your presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
 

Music during Communion 
 

My life goes on in endless song 
above earth´s lamentations. 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 

No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth: 
How can I keep from singing?   cont. 
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Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear the music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 

No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth: 
How can I keep from singing? 
 
But though the tempest loudly roars, 
I hear the truth: “It liveth!” 
But though the darkness 'round me close, 
songs in the night it giveth. 

 

No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that rock I´m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth: 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
 

Do not be afraid,  
for I have redeemed you.  
I have called you by your name;  
you are mine. 
 

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you, 
you will never sink beneath the waves.  
 

When the fire is burning all around you,  
you will never be consumed by the flames.  
 

When the fear of loneliness is looming,  
then remember I am at your side.  
 

When you dwell in the exile of the stranger,  
remember you are precious in my eyes.  
 

You are mine, O my child; I am your Father, 
and I love you with a perfect love. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

Notices 
 

 
 
The Blessing 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 And the blessing of God almighty….. 
All Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 

Final Hymn 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought by day or the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
       cont. 
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Riches I heed not, nor earth’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always. 
Thou and thou only the first in my heart, 
Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, after vict’ry is won; 
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heav’n's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall; 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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Father, I place into  
your hands..... 
How to make a Donation this morning 

 

You can make a donation in a number of ways: 
by using the Contactless Card Reader at the  
back of the Church. 
 

or placing your gift in the Collection Plate at  
the back of the Church, using Gift Aid envelope  
if you can. 
 

Make giving easy by joining  

The Parish Giving Scheme 
pick up a form at the back of the Church,  
or sign up at: www.parishgiving.org.uk/home 
quoting Parish Code 10-2040229. 
 

or if you prefer set up a Standing Order, 
forms are also at the back of the Church. 
 

You can also donate online at the parish website: 
www.beaconparish.org.uk 
and cheques are payable to: 
Ditchling Streat and Westmeston P.C.C 
 

Your financial support is very much appreciated.  
 

Thank you. 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
http://www.beaconparish.org.uk/
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Next Sunday, 10th October 
Holy Communion, Ditchling  10.00 am 

 
 

Good Morning Friday 
Every Friday at 9.00am 

GMF is a welcoming, friendly and supportive group 
sharing Bible readings, prayers and fellowship 

It meets every Friday at 9.00am on Zoom 
If you would like to participate please email  

Keith Hine: keith@hinemail.co.uk. 
 
 

Reflections on Wednesday 
a short contemplative time at the end of the day  

to quietly listen and reflect... 
It takes place on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 7:30pm  via Zoom 
If you would like to attend please contact  

Keith at: keith@hinemail.co.uk 
 
 

Beacon Parish Office 
admin@beaconparish.co.uk / 01273 843165 

www.beaconparish.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thebeaconparish 

CCLI Copyright License No. 897140 
The Beacon Parish is a registered charity 1132488 
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