
 
7 November 2021  St Margaret’s, Ditchling 
 
Mark 1:14-20   Good News to share 
 
Our Gospel reading takes us back to basics. It is part of Mark’s introduction to his Gospel and it is 
also his introduction to Jesus and the work that he has come to undertake. We may feel that we 
are well past basics. We have probably been Christians for years and years. We are past basics, 
and yet it is always good to go back to basics to make sure that we have not forgotten our start and 
to make sure that we are still on the right track. I hope we shall be challenged, stimulated and 
encouraged as we seek to learn from this teaching.  
 
So Mark introduces his readers and us to Jesus 
 
1. Jesus proclaims Good News 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;’ 

There was not much good news around in Israel. The Romans ruled the land. There seemed no 
way in which they could be defeated. Israel’s God, Yahweh, seemed to have forsaken his people. 
For years, they had been eagerly waiting for the coming of the promised Messiah, who would 
rescue them Rome’s dominance and set up a new kingdom – in the way that their great ancestor 
David, had been a successful king.  
 
Then here comes this ex-carpenter from up country Nazareth, a small insignificant place, and he 
declares “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.” He tells them what you 
have been waiting for is about to happen. God is on the move. Things are going to happen.  
 
He seems an unlikely bearer of such news. Yet there seems to be an authenticity about him. He 
speaks straight and in a way that people can understand. These words seem to penetrate to the 
hearts of those who are listening. There is nothing pretentious about him.  
 
There is not much good news in the world today. There is the major threat of global warming. 
There is the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic; the killing of Sir David Amess the other week; the 
increasing violence in so many aspects of society. Of course, there is also encouraging news as 
well. Yet quite a lot of people seem to be discouraged and to have no hope. We may also feel that 
perhaps God has forsaken us and there is not much evidence of his working in us. Our prayers are 
not answered as we hoped.  
 
Yet we do have good news. We have good news to be able to point to Jesus as the one who 
brings meaning and hope to life. It is good news that there is a God who loves us and loves his 
world, and he will bring reconciliation and hope.  
 
2.  Jesus’ call to completely change the direction of our lives 
 
Jesus came calling people to repent. He asked people to turn the whole focus of their lives around. 
To put God and his will at the centre of their lives.  
 
At that time there were two issues which were important. Factions in the country were calling Israel 
to get involved in a disastrous and ruinous war. They were trying to sort the problem in their own 
way. They needed to turn from that solution. 
 
Second, they needed to return to worshipping, obeying and serving their God. As I said, the Lord 
God needed to be the very centre and focus of their lives. He had been pushed to the periphery of 
their lives and of their thinking. I wonder if this is true of me and of you. I know I need to be more 
committed to serving and following the Lord Jesus, perhaps you do as well. 
 
 
 



3.  Jesus’ invitation to believe this Good News. 
 
Jesus also issued an invitation to believe the Good News. Belief is much more than an intellectual 
belief. It is a belief that involves personal trust. I may believe that someone is a brilliant surgeon, 
but that belief goes to another level when I agree that this person should operate on me and I know 
that my life will be entirely in his hands.  
 
Believing in the Good News of Jesus means that above all I am relying on him not only for the 
present, but also for the future. In Mark’s Gospel we will read about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and that through that death and resurrection we are made right with God. Our past 
failings are forgiven. We have become children in God’s family and we look forward to being united 
with him for ever.  
 
This belief means we have given up trying to sort ourselves out, and we now rely entirely on Jesus 
and his action on our behalf. In most religions, the main message is what we must do to come 
close to God. The Christian message is very different it is mainly about what God has done for us 
in order that we can come close to him. That too, of course, is the message of the Holy 
Communion in which we are sharing today. We shall come forward with empty hands to receive 
the signs and tokens of what God has done for us in Christ to restore and equip us. 
   
4. Jesus’ call to follow him 
 
We next read about Jesus calling his first disciples to follow him. They will be responding to his call 
to put him first in their lives.  
 
So first he says to Simon and Andrew, and then to James & John, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” This was a very drastic invitation. It was a call to a completely new way of life. 
They recognised this was a calling to a new way of living. They showed this as they left their family 
and their fishing business to be followers of Jesus. Have you seen the TV programmes on Sunday 
evening about the Cornish fishing industry? You see there the pride and the commitment of fishing 
families, where for generations there have been fishermen in the family. Similarly for the brothers it 
was an immense challenge to leave their family businesses and go off with this preacher.  
 
From the start the disciples learn that following Jesus means putting him first before their work and 
family. It is also a costly and risky undertaking. There were no guarantees given by Jesus. He was 
asking them to step out in faith and to trust him for the future. I wonder when we have stepped out 
in faith in obedience to Jesus not knowing the consequences of our decision. I expect we can all 
think of times when we have done that. Perhaps even now he is calling us to do that again.  
 
I find it fascinating that Jesus invited them to come and work for him. “I will make you fishers of 
men.” I note that he used language that they would understand. They would realise that they were 
being invited to a tough and dangerous calling, but whatever they did and wherever they went they 
would be following Jesus. He would be with them to guide and strengthen them.  
 
We too have had a similar call. Jesus has called us to work with him. We have been invited to be 
fellow workers with him. We are invited to follow him on a challenging path knowing that all the 
time he will be with us. We are asked to take risks for his sake. I don’t know about you, but I am 
rather risk adverse. But the Lord says to us, “Trust me and follow me.” 
 
We have the task of making Jesus known. We have good news to share in a world that needs 
good news. God calls us to take risks in telling people that they are loved by God, that he cares for 
them and that he has work for them to do. May the Lord give us the courage to do this. This is a 
time of opportunity. Later, Jesus would send out his disciples in pairs. It is really helpful if we can 
link up with someone as we seek to make Jesus known. Perhaps the person beside you in the pew 
is the person that the Lord Jesus is giving you to partner you in this..  
 
However old or young we are, Jesus asks us to turn and put him first in our lives, to trust him and 
take risks for him and to share his good news with others. May the Lord give us the courage and 
the obedience to do this knowing that he is with us in every situation.  


