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Matthew 13: 54 – 56 
Coming to his home town, Jesus began teaching the people in their synagogue,  
and they were amazed.  
‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?’ they asked.  
‘Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary,  
and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  
Aren’t all his sisters with us?  
Where then did this man get all these things?’ 
 
 

Poem, Jesus Christ the Carpenter, (Augmented) 
 

Did he think as he stood 
and took in hand a piece of wood, 
of a cross fashioned from a tree, 
that he would be nailed to for you and me. 
 

Jesus Christ the Carpenter, 
as he worked there hour by hour 
in his father's joiner shop; 
did he ever pause and stop. 
 

To think of his wooden cradle bed  
in a lowly cattle shed? 
I am sure he did remember 
as he carved and shaved the timber. 
 

As he held his hammer high 
did he think of how he would die. 
Did he picture when he swung hammer low 
the nails piercing his hands with each blow. 
 

Did he think when he sawed a tree, 
“soon one will be cut just for me.” 
For as the tree he would smooth and trim, 
a rugged, splintered branch waited for him. 
 

Did he fashion a wooden cup, 
was it like the one offered up 
in thanksgiving as with friends he shared 
under the shadow of his cross prepared. 
 

The Son of God, this Carpenter, 
to save poor sinners he has the power; 
Risen; Glorified; he wants to share 
the homes in Heaven he has built there. 
 

Life eternal is fashioned from the wood, 
and so to cheer you, this I should: 
For Christ the Carpenter the Way has planed, 
that in deaths’ wooden coffin box no soul should remain. 



 

Collect 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter, 
who at the last, through wood and nails, 
constructed our salvation; 
wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, 
so that we who come rough-hewn to your bench, 
may here be fashioned to a truer likeness of you 
and a greater beauty of your hand; 
for we ask it for your glory and praise. 
All        Amen. 
 
 
Prayers 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter,  
hear us as we pray for the world you crafted;  
that you may bring to completion the Kingdom  
you have promised.  
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter 
All        Hear us we pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter,  
your parents raised you in a loving home.  
We pray for children who don’t enjoy the blessings of a nurturing family,  
for children who rely on school meals to be fed,  
and those for whom home is a difficult place.  
And while we give thanks for the commitment of parents  
as they home school at the moment,  
we pray for the many young people who receive no assistance  
but rather, are neglected and risk slipping behind. 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter 
All        Hear us we pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter,  
we give thanks for the skill, design and creativity with which you have blessed humanity. 
We praise you for the many things crafted by human hands  
that bring beauty and pleasure to our lives.  
We give thanks for the intelligence and ingenuity that you have given us  
and ask your blessing on those whose work in engineering, construction,  
industry, design, architecture, the arts  
and those also who take pleasure in hobbies and crafts.  
We pray for your blessing on those many people who have lost their livelihoods  
and for those who are deeply anxious about the future of their businesses and finance.  
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter 
All        Hear us we pray. 
 
We pray for your Church that we, your apprentices, may put into practice  
all that you have taught us and follow with conviction the Gospel of Life.  
We pray that you would help us to have a great sense of fellowship  
even though we are apart. And particularly ask your blessing on those who feel  
their faith is waning in these difficult times.  
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter 
All        Hear us we pray. 



 

You have promised that when death’s wooden coffin comes to each of us,  
we need not fear but rather, trust in your resurrection and look with hope  
to our home in heaven.  
And so we pray for the many whose lives have been taken because of Covid.  
We pray, too, for others who have died recently,  
especially Helen and ask for your blessing on Julia  
and all of us as we miss her greatly.  
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter 
All        Hear us we pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, Master Carpenter, 
as our prayers rise before you, 
All        so may your mercy come down  
upon us and those for whom we pray 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All        And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All        We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All        It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have has created all things,  
in the fullness of time you made us in your image; 
you give us breath and speech, that with angels  
and archangels and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
All        Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother and father lovingly raise their children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, nurtured by Joseph, to be the Master Carpenter, 
who shapes, crafts and forms our lives. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the wood of the cross. 
On the night before he died, he came to supper  
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 



 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All        Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation;  
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
All        Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
All        Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All        Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
All        Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 
 
With hope and faith  
receive now God’s gifts 
that he may dwell in you  
and you in him. 



 

Prayer after Communion 
 

All        Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Lord be with you 
All        and also with you. 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing…… 
All        Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All        In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


