
Beacon Parish Communion 
Sunday 8th August 2021 

 

O Church, arise, and put your armour on; 
hear the call of Christ our Captain. 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
in the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth,  
we’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 
an army bold, whose battle-cry is ‘Love’, 
reaching out to those in darkness. 
 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul 
but to rage against the captor; 
and with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 
we will fight with faith and valour. 
When faced with trials on every side  
we know the outcome is secure, 
and Christ will have the prize for which he died, 
an inheritance of nations. 
 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 
as the Son of God is stricken; 
then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 
for the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away,  
and Christ emerges from the grave, 
this victory march continues till the day 
every eye and heart shall see him. 
 

So Spirit, come put strength in every stride, 
give grace for every hurdle, 
that we may run with faith to win the prize 
of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old still line the way,  
retelling triumphs of his grace, 
we hear their calls and hunger for the day 
when with Christ we stand in glory. 
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Welcome 
 

 We are one with the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit 

All Amen. 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 
 

Preparation 
 

Let us ask God to bless our worship. 
All Faithful God, 

come among us with saving power, 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives. 
Surprise us,  
teach us something new about you, 
and about ourselves. 
Revive our faith, 
that we may leave here renewed and confident  
to share your love in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Confession 
 

In our reading today Jesus describes himself as: 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.  
Let us now confess to God our sins and failings; 
the times we haven’t followed his Way,  
lived in Truth and shared his Life. 
Let us remind ourselves that Jesus gave his life  
for our forgiveness,  
and let us be renewed by his Spirit 
as we find our way back to him. 
 
a moment of reflection. 
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Lord Jesus, you are the Way: 
For the times we have taken the path of our choosing 
rather than walking with you.  
Lord have mercy and forgive us. 

All Lord have mercy and forgive us. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Truth: 
For the times we have been dishonest,  
judgemental and deceitful.  
Lord have mercy and forgive us. 

All Lord have mercy and forgive us. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Life: 
For the times we have ignored your presence with us,  
in us and in those around us.  
Lord have mercy and forgive us. 

All Lord have mercy and forgive us. 
 

May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 

Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
as Pilgrims of your Way, 
bless our journey through this earthly life: 
As we walk the path you set before us, 
may we ever hear your Gospel; 
that steered by its message  
and directed by the Spirit, 
we may know clearly your presence with us; 
that we may we live in you,  
and you in us, 
to the glory of your holy name.   

All Amen. 
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Psalm 39 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to me; 
we are all but sojourners, like our fathers before us.” 

 
1 Peter 2 

For to this you have been called; 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,  
so that you might follow in his steps. 

 
Jeremiah 6 

Thus says the Lord:  
“Stand by the roads, and look,  
and ask for the ancient paths, where the way is good;  
walk in it, and find rest for your souls.  

 
 
Gospel 
 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples 
“Do not let your heart be troubled  
(uncertain and without hope).  
Believe (confidently) in God and trust in him,  
(rely on him and keep going )  
and believe also in me.  
 

In my Father’s house (his home)  
are many dwelling places (caravanserai).  
If it were not so, I would have told you,  
because I am going there to prepare a place for you.  
And if I go and prepare a place for you,  
I will come back again and I will take you to myself,  
so that where I am you may be also. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+6%3A16&version=ESV
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And where I am going, you know the way 
(the road I’m taking.)” 
 

Thomas said to him,  
“Lord, we do not know where you are going;  
so how can we know the way?  
(the road?)” 
 

Jesus said to him, 
“I am the (real) Way, (the Road) 
and the (real) Truth  
and the (real) Life;  
no one comes to the Father but through me. 
 

If you know me, you also know my Father.  
From now on you do know him  
and have seen him. 
(in front of you).’ 

 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon 



6 
 

 
 
 

 

A Sabbatical Exploring  

Pilgrimage 
 

‘To explore the importance of pilgrimage by studying  
the history and development of pilgrimage, consider its 
benefits and develop ways in which pilgrimage can be 
reimagined today.’ 
 

Pilgrimage can range widely from great journeys to  
distant places to ‘walking’ the Stations of the Cross  
in church.  
 

As a pilgrim and pilgrimage leader, I have experienced  
the tremendous benefits of pilgrimage;  
travelling together with a shared destination ahead, 
walking in the footprints of centuries of pilgrims  
and standing on the holy ground of sacred places.  
 

I have seen how faith and friendships come alive  
through pilgrimage and would like to explore a variety  
of new pilgrimage routes and themes that are less 
conventional to those that are well established. 
 

The routes are based on the themes of the Church of 
England’s ‘Five Marks of Mission’:  

 

 Peace 

 Creation 

 Human Need 

 New Believers 

 Proclaiming the Good News 
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Peace 
A hiking pilgrimage through the Accursed Mountains  
of the Balkans.  

 
 

Creation 
A pilgrimage to sites of renewable energy projects, 
sustainable farming and food production, imaginative 
eco-housing projects, industry and businesses.  

 
 

Human Need 
Often those with limited mobility and chronic illness  
are unable to participate in pilgrimage and can feel 
excluded. I therefore propose exploring a pilgrimage  
for those with limited physical ability visiting places  
of worship and inspiration that are accessible and 
welcoming. 

 
 

New Believers 
A pilgrimage exploring historical sites and Christian  
art. 

 
 

Proclaiming the Good News 
A pilgrimage following a section of the cycle route  
to Santiago di Compostela.  
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Hymn 
 

All Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim though this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more,  
feed me till I want no more. 

 
Ladies Open now the crystal fountain,  

whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Men Let the fire and cloudy pillar,  

lead me all my journey through; 
All Strong Deliverer, Strong Deliverer: 

Be thou still my Strength and Shield,  
be thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 
All When I tread the verge of Jordan,  

bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee,  
I will ever give to thee. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee,  
I will ever give to thee. 
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Prayers 
Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
we thank you for the encouragement of knowing that you 
strengthen and guide us through our earthly pilgrimage. 
Give us all a great sense that you walk with us and 
accompany us into all of life‘s situations - the ups and the 
downs, the joys and the challenges.  
We pray for those who feel that they walk through life 
alone, those who have little or no sense of direction and 
purpose, for those overwhelmed by their circumstances 
and who feel lonely and lost.  
Lord of the Pilgrimage 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
we pray for your Church. We are greatly challenged at the 
moment Lord, as some folk are more than happy to come 
back to church while others are hesitant. We pray for 
those who follow the services online; that they will feel 
included and valued. 
Lord of the Pilgrimage 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
we pray for the situation in Afghanistan as we see more 
and more violence, deaths and fear as the Taliban 
advances. So we pray for a peace that seems impossible; 
and yet you are the Lord of miracles and healing. 
Lord of the Pilgrimage 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
We pray for those whose homes and livelihoods have been 
destroyed by the wildfires in Greece, and for all who are 
suffering and struggling in extreme temperatures. 
Lord of the Pilgrimage 

All Hear our prayer. 
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Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
we pray for those who make migrant journeys across 
continents and seas in search of a better life.  
We pray for the economic situations that we are beginning 
to see as a result of the pandemic, not just in this country 
but in places of extreme poverty.  
May your blessing be upon aid agencies, the United 
Nations and the governments of the world; that they may 
be inspired to a greater co-operation and fruitfulness. 
Lord of the Pilgrimage 

All Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Pilgrimage,  
we pray for those whose physical and mental conditions 
mean that they are struggling with life, and we lift to you 
those people we know about who could really do with 
your strength and blessing…. 
 

We pray for those whose earthly pilgrimage is coming to 
an end; that you would guide them along heaven‘s path. 
Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Instructions for Communion 
 

 Communion will be given as bread only. 

 Please wait for one of the Welcome Team  
to invite you to come forward. 

 Make your way to the altar up through the choir stalls. 

 Remain standing and stretch out your hands at arm’s length 
to receive the bread. 

 Don’t eat it just yet, but rather make your way back to your 
seat through the side chapel. 

 Once seated receive communion. 
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Communion Prayer 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you sent us Jesus your Son 
to walk among us and to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us along the path of pilgrimage 
that leads us to our heavenly home, 
where angels sing your praise; 
we join with them in their glorious song: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love made perfect  
in our human weakness. 
Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us  
the Way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us; 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore we proclaim the death  
that he suffered on the cross,  
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and lead us in his Truth and Life. 
Look with favour on your people and hear the cry  
of our hearts; bless the earth, heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free and fill your Church  
with power from on high. Gather your people  
from the ends of the earth at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection  
in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom,  
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour  
and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Communion meal is now ready. 
Our Heavenly Father invites each of you  
to make your pilgrim journey to his table. 
At his table our life paths intersect; 
here we find companionship as brothers and sisters, 
here we find fellowship with all God’s family, 
and here we find Christ’s hands outstretched  
to offer you his love and his peace. 

 
 

Music during Communion 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
‘till we’ve seen this journey through. 
      cont. 
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When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

 
 
 

O God you search me and you know me, 
all my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down you are before me: 
ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 

You know my resting and my rising. 
You discern my purpose from afar 
and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
in every moment of life and death, you are. 
 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
you known it's meaning all the way through, 
you are with me beyond my understanding: 
God of my present, past and future, too. 
 

Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 
even the darkness is radiant in your light. 
 

For you created me and shaped me, 
gave me life within my mother's womb. 
For the wonder of who I am I praise you: 
safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

All Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ  
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Notices 
 

 
Blessing 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

May Jesus Christ,  
lead you in his ways 
and make you one in love and praise, 
and the blessing of God almighty… 

All  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 

Final Hymn 
 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done; 
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son. 
Who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory,  
great things he hath done. 
     cont. 
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Ladies O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God. 
Men The vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  
 

All Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory,  
great things he hath done. 

 
 Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see. 
 

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory,  
great things he hath done. 
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Father, I place into  
your hands..... 

How to make a Donation this morning 
 

You can make a donation in a number of ways: 
by using the Contactless Card Reader at the  
back of the Church. 
 

or placing your gift in the Collection Plate at  
the back of the Church, using Gift Aid envelope  
if you can. 
 

Make giving easy by joining  

The Parish Giving Scheme 
pick up a form at the back of the Church,  
or sign up at: www.parishgiving.org.uk/home 
quoting Parish Code 10-2040229. 
 

or if you prefer set up a Standing Order, 
forms are also at the back of the Church. 
 

You can also donate online at the parish website: 
www.beaconparish.co.uk 

and cheques are payable to: 
Ditchling Streat and Westmeston P.C.C 
 

Your financial support is very much appreciated.  
 

Thank you. 

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/
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Volunteer 
Legacy Officer 

 

The Parish is keen to appoint a volunteer Legacy 
Officer to work with the Giving Team. 

 

The role is to provide friendly, supportive  
and confidential advice to members  

considering the difference which making a legacy  
would make to the Parish.  

 

No special legal or financial experience is required,  
and extensive support and informational material  
is made available through the Church of England. 

 

A full role description is available on request.  
Please contact Sherrian Guest for further 

information. 
sherrian.guest@uwclub.net 
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Next Sunday, 15th August 
Holy Communion, Westmeston  10.00 am 

 
 

Good Morning Friday 
Every Friday at 9.00am 

GMF is a welcoming, friendly and supportive group 
sharing Bible readings, prayers and fellowship 

It meets every Friday at 9.00am on Zoom 
If you would like to participate please email  

Keith Hine: keith@hinemail.co.uk. 
 
 

Reflections on Wednesday 
a short contemplative time at the end of the day  

to quietly listen and reflect... 
It takes place on the first Wednesday of the month 

at 7:30pm  via Zoom 
If you would like to attend please contact  

Keith at: keith@hinemail.co.uk 
 
 

Beacon Parish Office 
admin@beaconparish.co.uk 

01273 843165 
www.beaconparish.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/thebeaconparish 
CCLI Copyright License No. 897140 

The Beacon Parish is a registered charity 1132488 
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