
Palm Sunday  
The Beacon Parish 28th March 2021 

 
Welcome to this celebration of the arrival of Jesus at Jerusalem. 
Here are some prayers to help you prepare before the service begins. 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

The world belongs to the Lord, the earth and all its people. 
How good it is to live together in unity. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Psalm 96 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 

Sing to the Lord and bless his name;  
tell out his salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations  
and his wonders among all peoples. 

 

Honour and majesty are before him;  
power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;  
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is King; 
with righteousness he will judge the world 
and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

God our Saviour, 
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah  
to suffer and to die; 
grant that we may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 

This section is for use once the service has started. 
The words of the service will also appear on screen. 

 

Hosanna to the Son of David,  
the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 

All Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

The Palm Sunday Gospel 
 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage  
on the Mount of Olives,  
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,  
Go to the village ahead of you,  
and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.  
Untie them and bring them to me.  
If anyone says anything to you,  
tell him that the Lord needs them,  
and he will send them right away.  
 

This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet:  
‘Say to the Daughter of Zion,  
‘See, your king comes to you,  
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’’ 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  
They brought the donkey and the colt,  
placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,  
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  
 

The crowds that went ahead of him  
and those that followed shouted,  
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!’ 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem,  
the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘who is this?’  
The crowds answered,  
‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you  
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

All Amen. 



 

Poem, Holy Week 
 

What kind of reign is this, 
provoking such a scene? 
These crowds, the palms, the cloaks, the songs: 
what can they mean? 
God’s Chosen One arrives, 
and loud hosannas ring 
as on a donkey’s foal he rides,  
the humble King. 
 

But with a heavy heart 
this Prince of Peace has come, 
his eyes awash with tears for lost Jerusalem. 
And in the temple courts 
his holy anger burns: 
the greedy money-changers’ stalls 
he overturns. 
 

This promised, rightful Heir, 
by prophets long foretold, 
brings teaching and authority 
both clear and bold; 
the leaders whom he chides 
respond with range and fear – 
they plot his fate; the crisis grows; 
the cross looms near. 
 

They want his blood, he knows, 
and he will be betrayed – 
there in the darkened olive-grove 
his choice is made: 
he takes the bitter cup 
with all it will entail, 
resolved to face the agonies 
of thorn and nail. 
 

What kind of reign is this, 
fulfilled at such a price: 
a King who freely gives himself in sacrifice! 
With wonder we recall 
the path our Saviour trod, 
acknowledging the risen Christ 
our Lord and God. 



 

Communion Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, good Father to us all,  
your face is turned towards your world.  
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death.  
He was obedient even to death on the cross.  
The tree of shame was made the tree of glory;  
and where life was lost, there life has been restored.  
And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angels  
praising you, and saying: 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  
With signs of faith and words of hope  
he touched untouchables with love  
and washed the guilty clean.  
This is his story. 

All This is our song:  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

As Jesus arrived in Jerusalem  
the crowds came out to greet him,  
yet at the end they turned on him.  
On the night he was betrayed  
he came to table with his friends  
to celebrate the freedom of your people.  
This is his story. 

All This is our song:  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:  
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  
he took the cup, gave it and said:  
This is my blood, shed for you all  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
This is our story. 

All This is our song:  
Hosanna in the highest. 



 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup  
we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.  
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you  
to plead for us and all the world.  
This is our story. 

All This is our song:  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Send your Spirit on us now  
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ  
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  
May we and all who share this food  
offer ourselves to live for you  
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven  
where all creation worships you,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 
 
All Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God  
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

 
We receive Communion. 
 
 



 

Prayer after Communion 
 

All Lord Jesus Christ,  
you humbled yourself  
taking the form of a servant, 
and in obedience died on the cross  
for our salvation: 
May we who share this meal  
have the faith to follow you  
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope  
and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
and the blessing of God almighty….. 

All Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


